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Dea members,

The main issue of this newdetter is womenand hedth. On sexual reproductive hedth, population and
dewelopmert, female genital mutilation, vaccine therapies HIV/AIDS and immunotherapy etc.

The Human Rights Council (HRC) has coveredan enormous amount of issues New isthe UPR or
Universal Periodic Review, where each of the participating 48 member statesis confronted with its
own profile on human rights, as seenby the others.

Louise Arbour leavesthe HRC after a distinguishedcareer, the United Arab Emiratesappointsits
first woman judge; UNIFEM has a new Execttive Direcbor, and rising Food pricesare causing
problens. At the end of the newdetter, as usual, upcoming conferencesand intereging links.

WOMEN AND HEALTH

Family Planning essential for Maternal and Child Hedth
Addressing a week long meetng of the U.N. Commission on Papulation and Developmert (CPD),
recertly, Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, UNFPA Execuive Direcbor, said there are some 200 million women
in the developing world with unmet needs for effective contraception.
The highed number, she said, isin Africa."Thereault isincreasng numbersof unwarted pregnancies
rising ratesof unsafe abortion, and increasedrisksto the livesof womenard children" she told the
Commission.
The currert crisis, Obaid pointedout, is also threaening to undermine the U.N.'s Millemium
Developmen Goals (MDGs), including reduction in extremepoverty and improvemen on maternal
heath. "We will not attain the Millemium Development Goals, egecially MDG 5 on materral heakh,
if we do not ensure universal access to reproductive health," Obaid said.

Sewal and reproductive hedth
"Sexual and reproductive heath is essertial to womenrs empowermmert and gerder equality. And
family plaming is key to maternal ard child health," she added.
Obaid noted that research indicatesthat ensuring acces to family plaming alone would reduce
maternal deahs by 20 to 35 percert and child deaths by 20 percert.

Cairo 1994
Following the landmark International Conference on Population and Developmert (ICPD) in Cairo in
1994, therewaslittle progress becatse increags werenedigible. But by 2005, donor assistance stood
at 7.4 billion dollars The figure for 2006 is expectedto reach about 8.1 billion dollars with further
increagsto 9.8 billion dollarsin 2007 and 10.3 billion dollarsin 2008.
Since 1994, the population and heath situation in the world haschanged dramatically.

Estimations
The ICPD edimatedabout 8 percert of total population assistancefor STDs/HIV/AIDS; 62 percert for
family plaming services 29 percert for badc reproductive heath services and one percert for
resarch, data and population and developmert policy analysis.
But actual spending in 2005, for examgde, saw adramatic increa® for STDs (72 percern), while
funding for family plaming servicesdeclinedto 7.0 percert and badc reproductive health servicesto
17 percert, with anincreas of 4.0 percert for reseach and aralysis.

HIV/AIDS



The HIV/AIDS crisis is far worse thanarticipated while infant, child and maternal mortality remain
unaccepahlly high in mary parts of the world. In addition, continuesthe report, heakh carecaosts have
increagdsubstartially since 1994.

As areallt, the ICPD targets are not sufficient to meetcurrent developing-country needsin all four
areas

Without a firm commitment to population, reproductive heath and gender issues "it is unlikely that
the goals and targets of the Conference ard the Millemium Summit (and MDGs) will be met" the
report concludes On: http://www.un.org/News/

Editor's comment: The 53rd CSW 2009 ison "The equal sharing of regponsihilitiesbetweenwomen
and men, including care giving in the contextof HIV/AIDSO,

Female Genital Mutilation - FGM - a WADS project

Tanzara currertly hosts nearly 140,000 Congolese refugees Most live in three campsin wegern
Tanzana's KigomaProvince. Approximatly 55,000 Congolese refugeesresdein Nyarugusu camp,
45 miles(75 km) northeas of the village of Kasulu. An egimated 30,000 Congolesresdein Lugufu |
refugeecamp and some 55,000 resde in neighbouring Lugufu Il camp. The Lugufu camps are
approximatly 50 miles(80 km) southeag of the Lake Tangaryika port town of Kigoma

Violence and deteriorating humaritarian conditionsin DRC during the first 11 months of 2002
pushedmary Congoles refugeesinto Tarzania. As the ever-increasng number of refugees
and asylum-seekersfrom all over Africaspill into Tanzania, FGM follows.

And asmore and more womenjoin the exodus, Refugee camps doctors are struggling to deal
with such ‘anatomically different’ women

According to Dr. Rehema Songoro of the obstetricsand gynaecdogy unit at Nyarugusu
hospital, the numbersof mutilated womencoming to the camp hospital for arnte-natal careare
steadly increasng.

Childbirt h extremely complicated
For a'circumcised womanchildbirth is extremely complicated First, Dr Rehemasaid, it is virtually
impossible for doctors to perform internal examinations on labouring women This canhave grave
consequencesfor the life of the foetus aswell asthe mother... The option of a Caesreanin a hospital
isaluxury not availabe in the societiesfrom which some of the womencome (Somaliaand
Ethiopia/Eritrea).
According to Rehlema, the complicatons that arise from obstructed|abour could have near fatal
consequences Sherecalsa'circumcised patient who hadto undergo lengthy surgery to repair the
damage doneto herasachild. A number of horror storiesabound - about bridesbeing ‘opened up'
with kitchenkniveson their wedding night; of widows being sewn closed again until another husband
isfound for them. The procedure hasextremely serious consequencesfor the physical, psychological
and emational well-being of women

Diff erent ty pesof mutilation
Though there are mary interpretations regardng the origins of female genital mutilation, the common
threadrunning through societieswhich advocate and praciseit isthatwomenwho are ‘uncircumcised’
are'unclean.'
There aredifferent typesof mutilation but most serveto severely inhibit, if not totally eradcat, the
sexual regponse of women This actof suppressing female sexuality hasoftenbeenattributedto
religion - the Islamic faith in particular.

CEDAW
WomenAction for Peaceand Development (WADS) istrying with a FGM projectin Tanzanato
stress that female gerital mutilation is a violation of womerOsumanrights and a breachof the
Convertion on the Elimination of All Formsof Discrimination Against Women(CEDAW).
WADS (Women Action for Devebpmentand Sdidarity) istrying to find sponsors for a projectto put

an end to this practicein the refugeecamps.

Sex-tests medicsto facethe heat - Punjab ordersaction



The Punjabgovermrmen hasdecidedto tightenthe noose around doctors aswell asregstered
practitionersof homegathy and ayurveda who guararteethe birth of a son.
Medical education and research seaetary Jagit Puri today ordered action against medcal pracitioners
advertising various Ocuie).
Hoardings promising magc cures egecially for sexual disorders and assuring the birth of a male
child violatedthe guidelinesof the Medcal Council of India, the Indian Medical Association and other
affiliating bodies he said.
Oltis not only unethical ard illegal but it is also turning the pious med cal profession into a money-
minting pursuit. Anybody found guilty would be served with a show cause noticefor cancellation of
hislicerce OPuri warned

Gender identification kits
Hi-techgender idertifi caion kits have erterednot only towns but also rural areasin the state with one
of thelowed sexratios. Punjabhasa dismal ratio of lessthan874 femalesto 1,000 males The
national average is 933.
The kits, imported from the US and Carada, are passed on to willing parerts eager to find out the sex
of the unborn child. Costing Rs 15,000 to Rs 20,000, they claim to tell the babyOsex within the first
sevenweeks of pregharcy.
Each kit comeswith built-in equipmert for collecing the finger-pricked blood sample, whichis sert to
alaboratory in the US and the reaults areconveyed within 48 hours by email or on the phone.
While sex determination through ultrasound is bamed, these kits arenot covered by the law.
The local municipalitiesand transport departmerts are being approachedto remove all hoardings and
posterspromising cures
Ohe adveriisemerts aremostly misleadng astheir main purpose is only sex determination. We arein
the process of idertifying the doctors,Oa health offi cer said.
On: http://www.tel egraphindia.com/1080417/jsp/frontpage/story 9148953.jsp

Sent to us by |AW member Anjana Basu

Australia - Vaccine TherapiesNeal Boost
Global resourcesfor fighting AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria now total eight billion US dollarsa
year."The amaunt should be severaltimesmore thanthis. After all, we areonly talking about the price
of acouple of jetfighters ThatOsll you needto save severalmillion lives" says Nossal. Eminert
medcal scientist Gustav Nossal participatedin the three-day Sir Mark Oliphart Vaccine and
Immunotheragy Technologiesconferencein Carberrathis month.
The conference put the spotlight on how vaccinesand immune systemtreamerts under developmernt
today have the potertial to protectthe world against the main killer disesags-- Carcers HIV,
Tuberculosis (TB), Sewere Acute Regiratory Syndrome (SARS) and HSN1 Avian Ofil.

Prevention
An edimated 2.3 million deahs ayearhave beenprevented by the increa® in vaccination levels.
Measesdeats hadfallen by 60 percert since the vaccination campaign wasstepped up and theaimis
to slash meadesdeahs by 90 percert by 2010.
"Apart from vaccination therehasalso beensignificart progressin delivering advancedarti-AlIDS
drugs to more thantwo million Africars ayear-- afeat which mary had claimedwasimpossible.
However, it should be sevenmillion," says Nossal, a consultant to the World Heath Organisation
(WHO) and the Bill and Melinda GatesFoundation.

HIV/AIDS - immunotherapy
While HIV is still proving a'slipperyOvaccine target, research using ananmal model at the Universty
of Melbourne hasshown thatimmunotheragy canbe usedto reducelevels of immunodeficiercy virus
in the body.
The immune system canbe primedto attackthe HIV virus more strongly, making it fitter to fight off
the incidental infections and immune brealkdown thatleadto AIDS.

By Neera Bhandari. More on: http://www.ipsnewsnet/newsasp?idnews=41967

Yellow fever - Campaign to vaccinate 5.7 million people across southern Mali

With tharks to the first-ever Gauth-SouthCdose supply from Sauth AmericaOsnly marnufacturer of
yellow fever vaccine. Threemillion dosesarecoming from the Braziliancompany Bio Manguinhos
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while the other threemillion doseswill be providedby Sarofi Paseur Bone of the other marufacurers
of yellow fevervacche pre-qualifiedby the UN World Health Organization (WHO).
MaliOsnas vaccination campaign is part of the Y ellow Fever Initiative that has$58 million worth of
support from GAV|, the public-private alliance for vaccinations, to dragically reduce the numbersat
risk from the disea® in Weg Africa.
Mali isthe third country, after Togo and Seregal, to undertake a national preverive vaccination
campaign aspart of the Initiative, with other countriesdue to follow assoon assufficiert vaccineis
available. Because of its severity, evenasingle cag (such asMali reportedin 2007) is a public heakh
concern WHO said.

Twelve Afri can countri es
The 12 countriestaking part on the Yellow Fewer Initiative areBerin, Burkina Fa, Cameroon, C™te
d'Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea Liberia, Mali, Nigeria, Seregal, Siemra Leane and Togo.
"The fact that we have now three marufacturersof WHO pre-qualified Y ellow Fewer vaccine araund
the world mears that we aremuch more able to meetsupply demarts both for emergency and routine
vaccihation,OAdamau Yada, Pragramme Manager for Communicatle Disease Surveillance ard
Regonsein WHO's AfricanRegon, said.
Oisfirst mass shipmert of vaccine from one developing country to arother is proof of that,ODr.
Yadaadded More on: http://afro.who.int/press/2008/pr20080410.html

SHORTAGES CAUSE RISING FOOD PRICES

FAO - Domedicfood pricesspur social unreg

Food riots have beenreportedin Egypt, Cameroon, Cote dOlwire, Seregal, Burkina Fa®, Ethiopia,

Indonesa, Madagasar, the Philippinesand Haiti in the pag month.

In Palkistanand Thailand, ammy troops have beendep oyedto avoid the seizing of food from the fields

ard from warelouses

OFad price inflation hits the poor harded, asthe shareof food in their total expendituresis much

higher thanthat of weathier populations,Osaid Herri Josserard of FAOOGIobal Informaton and

Early Warning system.(Food represerts about 10-20 percent of consumer sperding in industrialized

nations, but asmuch as60-80 percert in developing countries mary of which are net-food-importers.O
For ecast for 2008

Addressing the first Global Agro-IndustriesForum in New Delhi, along with the heads of UNIDO ard

IFAD, Dr Diouf highlightedthe importart role that ago-industry hadto play in overcoming these

problems ONorld food priceshave risen45 percert in the lag nine months and there areserious

shortagesof rice, wheatand maize ODr Diouf said.

A combination of factors, including reducedproduction due to climate change, historically low levels

of stocks, higher consumption of meatand dairy productsin emergng economies increaseddemand

for biofuels production and the higher cost of energy and transport have ledto surgesin food prices

Worldwide, 37 countriesare currertly facing food crises, according to the report.

Click here for the complete list of countriesin needof exterral assistance.

More on http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.ap?NewsID=26236& Cr=living&Crl= and on:

And on: http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2008/1000826/index.html

IAW repreenativeat FAO: Bettina Corke

UNITED NATIONS

UN - new body to advise on the overhaul of the UN

The Gereral Assembly decidedto reshape the Organi zationOgustice systemafter a 2006 panel
concludedthat the administraton of justicein the UN (ails to meet mary badc standards of due
process edallishedin intermational humanrights instrumerts.O

A five-member Intermal Justice Council will consist of a staff representative, a managemert
representative and two distinguished external jurists, one nominated by the staff and one by
maragemert, all of whom were approvedtoday. The fifth member, the chair, will be a distinguished
juror chosenby these four.

More on: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.agp?NewslD=26290& Cr=vaccin& Crl=



UNIFEM

InZsAlberd of Spain hasbeenappointed asthe new Execttive Director of the United Nations
Developmernt Fund for Women UNIFEM.

InZsAlberd wasan electied Deputy in the Madrid Assembly. She served asan expert for the Equal
OpportunitiesUnit of the EuropeanCommission on the networks Famiy and Work ard
Diversfication of Occupational Choicesfor Women (1998£2000) and worked for the Inter-American
Bark asAdviser for Womenin Developmert (1989£1990).

She also servedasa Member of the Board of INSTRAW, the United Nations International Resarch
ard Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (198651989).

Human Rights Council covers a wide range of | ssues

The Human Rights Council, having metfor its 7th session from 3 Marchto 1 April 2008 in Geneva,
adopted 36 reslutions on a wide range of issues extendedthe mardatesof 13 Special Proceduresand
edallishedthe mandate of anIndependert Expert on the issue of humanrights obligations relatedto
acces to safedrinking water and sanitation.

NEW - Universal Periodic Review - UPR
The UPR is one of the main new featresof the Human Rights Council, desgnedto review the
fulfilment by eachUN Member State of its humanrights obligations every four years
The Council will review 48 Member Statesevery year, dividing the work into three sessions.
Thefirst session will be held 7-18 April, the second between5-16 May 2008 and the third session
between1 to 12 December 2008.

Council voteson contentious resolution
One of the most contertious resdlutions adopted by the Council wasdraft resolution A/HRC/7/L.24
ard, in particular,anamendmert to the draft. 1t mandatesthe Special Rapporteur, in addition to
their Graditional Ofunctions, to report on any instancesof Cabuse of the right to freedom of
expression that constitutesan act of racial or religious discrimination.O
Many Statesopposedthis amerdmert, for example Egypt. Degite these concerns, the amerdmert ard
the amended draft resol ution were adopted by avote, the first time that the Council hadto vote on an
amerdmert to areslution.

Links
Information on the UPRis availad e on: www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodieUPRPaggUPRMain.apx.
Full report of the 7th session on: http://www.un-ngls.org/site/article php3?id_article=471
The eighth session of the Human Rights Council will be held from 2-13 June 2008.
Report of http://www.un-ngls.org/site/article php3?id_article=471
Seealso the website of the International Service for HumanRights: (www.ishr.ch).
IAW represenative at the Human Rights Council: Helene Sackgein

Louise Arbour . )
Secetary-Genreral Ban Ki-moon expressed OgeatregetOat the decision of United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour to stepdown atthe end of her first four-yea term.

United Arab Emirates- UAE DAppoints its First Woman Judge

The oil-rich United Arab Emiratesgot its first womanjudge, a job hitherto reserved for menin the
conservative Gulf country.

UAE Preddent Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed al-Nahayan acting in his capacity asruler of Abu Dhah,
namedKholoud AhmadJouanal-Dhaheri asajudge in the emirate, the weakhied and larged in the
seven-memter UAE federaion, the offi cial WAM news agercy reported.

The move mack the UAE the second Arab country in the Gulf after Batrain to name afemale judge.

The appointmert reflects "the governmert's keemess to involve womenin the developmert drive" ard
"boost their role in society," said Sutan Saaedal-Bad, asenor official of Abu Dhahi's judiciary.

"I will enrdeavour to perform my functions with utmost (competence)... in order to provide a
succesful model of Emirat womenworking in the judiciary," Dhaheri said.

The new judge graduatedin law and sharia (Islamic law) from UAE Universty and hasbeena
practcing lawyer for eight yeas.

The UAE calinetincludesfour women Nine womenalso sit on the 40-member Federal National
Council, anassembly that advisesthe governmert.
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CONFERENCES - EVENTS - INTERESTING LINKS

UNCTAD - Ghana 20-25 April 2008

The 12th Ministerial conference will revolve around the following theme: CAddressing the
opportunitiesand challergesof globalizaion for developmert”. The confererceis UNCTADOdighed
decision-making body. It mees every four yearsto set prioritiesand guidelinesfor the organizaion.
On: http://www.un-ngls.org/site/article php3?id_article=395

FAO - 26th Regonal Conference for Europe (ERC) 23 - 27 June, Innsbruck, Austria

CSW 2008 - Readthe statemert of your country in the 52nd session on:
http://www.un.org/womernwatch/daw/csw/52sess.htm

WomenOd.i brary and I nfor mation Centre Foundation

From 17-19 April 2009, aspartof its 20" amiversary celebrations, the WomenO4.ibrary and
Information Certre [WLIC] will be holding aninterrational symposium on Orhe Problemof Saurce
in WomenOdviemory.OSymposium Secretariat bka@marmara.ec.tr

Premarations for the Doha Review Conference in Qatar, 29 Nov. - 2 Dec. 2008, on:
http://www.un.org/esafffd/doha/DohaReviewConfererceFlyer.pdf

Campaign - Iranian womenQsi ghts acivists areinitiating a wide campaign demarding anend to
discriminatory laws against womenin the Iranianlaw. On: http://www.we4changeinfo/english/

Invedingin People (1iP) - Equality BetweenWomen and Men

Strengthening the capacity of civil society orgarnisations (including ecanomic and social partners)
acivein thefield of promoting womerls rights and equality betweenwomenand menin Algeria,
Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, PaleginianTerritories Syriaand Tunisia.

Regricted Cal for Proposals 2008 - Guidelinesfor grant applicarts

The DEADLINE for the submission of Concept Notesis 7 May 2008.

On: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2008/03_08/03 24 07/032407_call.htm

1st European Conferenceon Politicsand Gender to be held in Belfast, 21-23 January 2009.
More on: http://www.essex.ac.uk/ecp/standinggroups/ecpg_home

Note

We are serding this Newsletter asan attachment, savedin Word 97.

Plea® be so kind to advise Pat Richardson if you know of any IAW membersor affiliate/associate
organisations with ane-mail address, so we canmail themthis Newsletter too.

IAW Newsletter / News Flash : Joke Selus <iaw.newsletter@internl .net>
International Womeris News : Priscilla Todd (English) <iaw.iwnews@womenalliance.org>

: Mathilde Duval (French)  <aifnfi @womenralliance org>
Membership Officer : PatRichardson <iaw.membership@womenalliance org>
Treasrer : Rakesh Dawan <iaw.treag@womeralliance org>




