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Equal Rights
Dea members,

The lAW delegation and other AW members represerting their organisations, are on their way to
CSWin New Yak with bags full of papers and with our good wishesfor a succesful conferernce.

In this newdetter news of the |AW side evert at CSW, of CEDAW, trafficking, the struggle to reduce
HIV/AIDS, a special Womeris Day Seminar in Gereva, Switzerland. Around the world with Australia,
India, Saudi Arabia, and Mary Robinson.

Also: A hundredyear old campaign for change by women 1908-2008 - Women's Day!

You will find data on conferencesand international daysat the end.

INTERNATIONAL ALLI ANCE OF WOMEN
Gender Budgeting - good and bad practices- Gender Justice of public expenditur e

The Side Event by IAW and WILPF on 25 Felruary 2008 will take placeatthe Church Certer,
777 UN Plaza, New York, Drew room, zerolevel, 2.00 - 3.45

The evert will be chairedby AW Preddent Rosy Weiss.

Moderator is Marion Boker, IAW, EGBN-EuropeanGender Budget Network, Berlin.

Spealers:

* Ewa Ruminska-Zimmy, UN-Economic Commission for Europe - The Economical setting of Gender
Budgeting.

* Dr. Abduk Razique Samad, Afghanistan Deputy Minister of Finances- A new instrumert for
genrder justice and its berefits for the equality of women and men

* Klaws Feller, Ministry for Financesof the Lard, Berlin, Germary - The methodology and results of
the integration of Gerder Budgeting in Berlin since 2002.

Quotesfrom the AW and WI L PF flyer

Gender budgeting, surely we have mears for ensuring gender equality in public finance ard surely we
have the ahility to disaggregate public financein such a way asto track and show the budget reurces
thatactally go to women

Ellen Johnson-Sirledf, Preddent of the Republic of Liberia.

Estahllishing laging peaceis the work of educaion; all politicscando isto keepus out of war.
Maria Montessori

Whenmentalk about defernce, they always claim to be protecing womenand children, but they never
ask the womenand children what they think.
Patricia Schroder, first Congresswoman of Colorado.

CEDAW - Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women

Plea® note that as of 1 January 2008, regonsibility for servicing the Committeeon the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women hasbeentransferredto the Offi ce of the High Commissioner for
HumanRightsin Gereva.

Information on the 40th and future sessions of the Committeeis availalde on the website of OHCHR,
on http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodiedcedaw/index.htm




CEDAW - 41st session - 30 June- 18 July 2008
Finland (5+6) - Iceland (5) - Lithuania (3+4) - Nigeria (6) - Sovakia (4) - United Kingdom (5+6) -
Tanzaria (4+5+6) - Yemen(6).

Of the state partiesto be examinedin the 41% session of CEDAW, two (Finland ard | celand) have
prohibitedcorporal punishment of girlsand boysin all settings. In others it islawful for parentsto
inflict corporal punishmert on their childrenasaform of OdsciplineO.

Lithuaniaand Slovakia have committedthemselvesto prohibition.

In the UK, parerts and some other carerscanstill justify common assaut on their childrenas
Oreasnalle punishmertO.

Corporal punishmert is not yet prohibitedby law in all schoolsin Tanzaria. In Nigeria, Tarzanaard
Yemen corporal punishmert is lawful in the peral system, both asa sentence for crime and asa
disciplinary measire in penal institutions.

THE RIGHT TO FOOD THROUGH THE RIGHTSTO LAND AND WATER
FOR WOMEN AND POOR FARMERS- and CEDAW

A Round Table on OTheri ght to food through the ri ghts to land and water for women and poor
far mersOwasorgarisedjointly by FAO and the Ad Hoc Group of International NGOs in formal status
with FAO (Chair: IAW member Bettina Corke) on the occason of the 34" Session of FAO
Conference, November the 17th 2007.
With particular referenceto Article 14 of CEDAW on Rural Women, which was pressrted by
Dr. lvanka Corti, Former Chair of the UN CEDAW Committee

Ivarka Corti providedan overview of the CEDAW monitoring process and inquirieson situations of
grave or systematc violations of womenOsights. As far asArticle 14 is concerred, the Monitoring
Committeepays particular attertion to acces to womenOsand and property ri ghts, discrimination
in inheritance, acces to resourcesand credt as well astheir full integration in the rural developmert.
In particular, Dr. Corti focussedon Article 14 of the Convertion dedcatedto the rights of rural
women
* to participate in the elaboration and implemertation of developmert plaming atall levels;
to have acces to adequate health care facilities including family plaming;
to berefit from social secuity programmes
to obtain all typesof training and education;
to organise self-help groups and cooperatvesin order to obtain equal opportunitiesthrough
emgdoymert or self-employmert;

to participate in all community activities

* F X %

* to have acces to agicultural credt and loans, marketing facilities appropriate technology and
equal treamert in land and agrarian reform aswell asin land resttlemert schemes
* to enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing, sanitation, electicity

and water supply, transport and communications.
Serd to us by Bettina Corke, IAW representative at the FAO.

HIV/AIDS

The Emergency Fund of Preddent Bush to fight HIV/AIDS hasdisbursedsince 2003 almaost US $15
billion. Thatis, the major part of the $19 billion which hadbeeneamarkedto help 15 countries mary
of themamong the harded hit. Although Zimbabwe belongs to this group it is not part of the
programme.

At the end of Jaruary Presdent Bush amouncedthatthe focal countrieswill receive the main portion
of the US $30 billion the US intends to provide in the next 5 yeas for the fight against HIV/AIDS.

AW Quegions
The converor of the IAW Health Commission hassome quegions. The disbursemert is fine, but
where is the funding for family plaming? Whereis the integration of family plaming and reproductive
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heath servicesinto HIVV/AIDS programs, in order to produce synergy effects which would berefit
both womenand merf?

I AW resolution
The requed to improve thisintegation is containedin Reslution 1 of the 34th Congress of the
Intermational Alliance of Women The resolution also demards areverse of the currert trend and
guick regoration of effectivelevels of funding for family plaming aspart of global reproductive
heath and population aid. The moneyisthere, but ...
Send to us by Gudrun Haupter, Converor of the | AW Commission of Hedth.

2008 high-level meding on AIDS

A 2008 high-level meetng on AIDS will take place atthe UN headjuartersin New York on 10 - 11
June.

It will review progress mack in implemerting the 2001 Declaraton of Commitmert on HIV/AIDS ard
the 2006 Pditical Declaraton on HIV/AIDS.

Aheadof this high-level meetng, United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon will submit a
comprehersive and aralytical report for consideraion by Member States The SGOReport will be
based on national reports that Member Stateswere requegedto submit to UNAIDS by 31 Jaruary
2008.

The organizaional arrargements for the high-level meding areoutlinedin a resolution adopted by the
Genreral Assemidy on 19 December 2007. Detailedinformation about the plerary meeings, the
thematc panrel discussions, and the informal interactive civil society hearing will be providedin due
course.

The high-level meetng will provide animportart forum for various stakeholders including
govermrmernt representativesand acaedted civil society participarts.

More on: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2008/02_08/02_04_08/020408_hiv.htm

Women, Wars, Weapons and Conflict Prevention - At What Cog?

WILPF, 2008 I nternational Women's Day Seminar, Geneva, Switzerland, 5 and 6 March 2008
March 5 is an NGO confererce -- anopportunity for adivists and advocatesto share
informaion in a seriesof briefings, discussion and strategsing on gender, secuity and
preverting conflict.

March 6 is anopportunity for dialogue among NGOs, goverrmerts and UN offi cials.

A keynote speech during the lunchtime period will be followed by two parel discussionsin the
afternoon, all of which will take placein the Council Chamkber of the Palais desNationsin
Genreva.

Since 1984, the Womeris International League for Peae and Freecbm (WILPF) hasworked with

other NGOs to organise a seminar linking 8 March B International Women's Day Bwith disatmamernt,

peaceand secuity issues

Co-sponsored by WILPF, the NGO Committeeon the Status of Women and the NGO Committeeon

Disamamert, this day will start with a parel reflecing on the rewards and limits of Security Council

resolution 1325.

Today military budgetsare soari ng, new weaons for killing and mutilating areunder
developmert, ard 27,000 nuclea weapons remain threaening our very survival.

Outdated military security doctrinesand budgets of the Cold War prevail, and while they remain the

vision of Secuity Council reslution 1325 on Women Peae and Secuity camot be fulfilled

Without womeris participation and empowemert and without gender equality, sustainabe peace,

sustainable developmert and true humansecuity areunattainabe.

The failure to finance gender equality isthe failure to fi nance developmert and humansecurity.

More on: http://www.wilpf.int.ch/evernts/2008IW Dseminarhtml or email felicity.hill@wilpf.ch

The bed resourceregarding Peaceissuesis the very thorough electronic WILPF newdetter.
The WILPF welsite isto be found on: www.wilpf.org
This message was sert to us by |AW member Irina Salis-Morfopoul os

Combat human traffi cking



15 Felruary 2008 - The Viema Forum to Fight HumanTraffi cking brought together 1400 delegates
from 116 countriesto share knowledge and develop aninternational strategy to combat human
trafficking, caledfor greaker awareress, more resources and coordinated action in the fight against
trafficking.
The Forum wasconvenedby the UN Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UNGIFT), an
initiative launchedby UNODC and several UN partners to combat a practice thatis viewedasmodern-
day slavery.
Calling the Forum Ojist the begnning of a process,OAntonio Maria Costa, Executive Direcor of the
United Nations Offi ce on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), calledfor pracical meaduresto prevert
trafficking, such asself-certificafion by businessesto take slave-made products off the shelvesard
developing new tecmology to monitor humantraffi cking routes
He also proposedthe tracking and blocking of credt card paymernts for internet humantrafficking
transactions and codesof conduct to curb sex tourism.
Women L eaders' Council
Stressing the needto strengthen partnerships among govermmerts, businessesand civil society in the
fight against trafficking, the Executive Director hailedthe launch during the Forum of the Women
Leaders Council.
The group brings together political figures diplomats, trade union represertatives business leaders
and entertainers from around the world to work together to tackle the problem and help the victims.
Trafficking - bigged of obscenities
Ms Chowdhury, India's Minister of Womenand Child Developmert, stressedthe needto move "from
talk to acion". De<ribing humantrafficking asthe "bigged of obscerities', she urgedpegpleto be
"brave enough to speak inconveniert truths".
Prasing the succes of the discussions of the lag threedays, she said, "We are leaving this Forum with
innovative ways to influence our regective nations and goverrments."
Moreon: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.ap?NewslD=25649& Cr=traffi cking& Cr1=Viema

AROUND THE WORLD

Australia's apology to Abori gines

On Felruary the 13th the Australiangoverrmert made a formal apology for the pag wrongs cawsed by
succesive governmerts on the indigenous Aboriginal population.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd apologisedin parliamert to all Aboriginesfor laws and policiesthat
"inflicted profound grief, suffering and loss".

He singled out the "Stolen Gererations" of thousands of childrenforcibly removed from their families
The apology, beanedlive araund the country on TV, wasmet with cheers

But some Aboriginessay it should have beenaccompaniedwith compensation for their suffering.
More on: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_pictured7241980.stm

India - one-room school has shown the way
Around two hours away to the eas is Navi Mumbai and another two hours farther eas towards Puneis
K hairat-Dhangarwada village. The landscape changesfrom MumbaiOsigh-rise buildings asone
drivestowards the village. Khairatis a small village tuckedfar away from Mumbai, the commercial
captal of India, afour-hour drive from the metropolis. Everything in the village points to rural settings
bthericefields, cows, goats, chickens ard hills, but one thing doesnot Bthe X O laptop computer.
First pilot projectfor children in India
The XO computer arrivedat this village school lag yea ard is changing the livesof the children It is
thefirst ever pilot projectfor childrenin India. The 22 children all in the 5-10 yearage group and
hailing from anomadc tribe, settled mary yearsago in theregon. They arestudying in gradesoneto
four.
The advert of the prototype B4 XO laptops hasnot changedthe childrenOsapproach to school or the
daily choresthey do in the classroom of rural Indian schools. There areno benchesto sit on. They sit
cross-leggedon the floor, but the machineshave promptedthe childrento learnmore and more.
Language barri er
In spite of the language barrier, the XO hasbeena huge hit with the Marati-speaking children of the
school. The medum of instruction at school is Marahi, the offi cial language of the state.
OThekeyboard isin English. English and Marathi are two differert, alienlanguages The childrenare
new to computers yetthe XO is so user-friendly thatl canmarage to get acrass to them, to show them
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how to do something with it,Osays Carla GomezMonroy, the educaional consultant to the Khariat
School Project

The XO is a technological masterpiece which costs around US $189 and has featuressuitable
for use by children It consumespower frugally, can withstand rough use and be usedin hot
and dusty environmerts.

The ultimate aim is to bridge the digital divide betweenchildrenfrom the poorer parts of the world and
those who have acces to digital educational resources

The Indiangovernmert rejectedthe proposal after relying on multiple reports from the IndianInstitute
of Techology (11 T), Madrasand the National Council of Educaional Resach and Training
(NCERT).

The Educaion Secretary said, GOLPC may actally be detrimertal to the growth of the creaive and
aralytical ablitiesof the child. We carOwisualise a situation for decadeswhenwe cango beyond the
pilot stage. We needclassrooms and teachers more urgently thanfancy tools.O

By Armstrong Vaz, Fetruary 11th 2008 and send to us by |AW member Anjana Basu

Mary Robinson and the'Elders
We found on the weba charming article on Mary Robinson, which will plea our Irish membersin
particular. By Patick Barkham, in the Guardianof Felruary 13th 2008, to find on:
http://www.guardianco.uk/world/2008/fel/13/ireland.gender

Robinson on Leadership
Another commitment Robinson hastakenon is asone of the Elders a group of 13 global senior
citizers including Nelson Mandela, Deanond Tutu, Kofi Annanand Jimmy Carter (plus a chair kept
symbolically freefor the detained Burmese opposition leacer Aung San Swi Kyi) who hopeto use
their moral authority to intervene in crisesaround the world.
Robinson seestypicaly "female" leadership qualitiesin some of the male Elders- Tutu and the
ecaomist Muhammad Y unus are two who come to mind - but warts high-profile womento push for a
new style of womerlsleacership.

Two ty pesof women
"There are two typesof womenwho getinto high positions," she says. Thefirst she describesas"very
talerted' womenwho do it in atradtional - male - way.
Like Margaret Thatcher? "Y es and fair dos: to getthrough is not always easy. A lot of womenin
business accep that model. But thereis also the other model | would very strongly advocate ard thisis
equal to the contribution of menbut differert, complementary, exciting and innovatve."

RIYADH, Saudi allow women to stay in hotels without a male guardi an

Womenin Saudi Arakia cannow stay in ahotel or afurnishedapartment without a male guardan,
accading to agovernmert decision that comesasthe country facesincreagng criticism for its severe
redrictions on women

The decision wasadopted after a study conducted by the Interior Ministry, the Supreme Commission
of Tourism ard the religious police authority known asthe Commission for the Propagation of Virtue
ard the Preertion of Vice.

Saudi women, under strict Islamic law, suff er severerestrictions on daily life: They are not allowedto
be anywhere with anunrelated man camot drive, appear before ajudge without a male representative,
or travel abroad without a male guardaris permission.

The daily Al-Watan quoted a womanidertified assaying that she once arrivedlate at night at King
Fatd airport on aninternal flight and wasdernied a hotel room becatse she wasalone.

More on: http://www.iht.convarticledap/2008/01/21/news Saudi-Women.php

Send to us by | AW member Gudrun Haupter..

INTERNATIONAL DAYS - CONFERENCES - WEBSITES

WOMEN CAMPAIGNING FOR CHANGE - 100 YEARS

8 March 1908 - 2008 - I nternational Womens Day -
Womeris oppression and inequality wasspurring womento becane more vocaland acivein



campigning for change. Thenin 1908, 15,000 womenmarchedthrough New Y ork City demarding
shorter hours, better pay and voting rights.

In accordance with a declaraton by the Sccialist Party of America, the first National Womaris Day
(NWD) wasaobserved across the United Stateson 28 February. Womencontinuedto celetrate NWD
on thelag Sunday of Felruary until 1913.

An overview of those 100 years on: http://www.interrationalwomersday.com/about.ag

24 March 2008 - World TB Day

The amual evert on 24 Marchmarks the day in 1882 when Dr Robert Koch detected the cause of
tubercdosis, the TB bacillus. This wasafirst steptowards diagnosing and curing tuberculosis. WHO
isworking to cut TB prevalernce ratesand deats by half by 2015.

Full text on: http://www.who.int/medacerire/evenis/amual/world tb_day/en/index.html

7 April 2008 - Worl d Hedth Day

In 2008, World Heath Day is ded catedto the theme "Pratecing heath from climate change." The
themewasselectedin recagnition that climate change i s posing ever growing threas to global public
heath security.

Full text on: http://www.who.int/medacerrefeverts/amual/world_heath day/en/index.html

31 May 2008 - World No Tobacco Day

Tobacco use isthe second cause of deat globally. It is currertly reponsible for killing onein 10
adults worldwide. Tobacco is the number one prevertable epdemic that the heath community faces
Full text on: http://www.who.int/medacertrefeverts/amual/wntd/en/indexhtml

AWID

The 11th AWID, Association for Womeris Rights in Developmert, will launchthe 11th AWID
International Forum on Womeris Rights and Developmert, called The Power of Movements,
November 14-17, 2008. In Cape Town, Sauth Africa.

The final report from the Expert Group Meeting on indicatbrs to measire violence against women
(8 to 10 October 2007 in Genreva, Switzerland) is now availabe for download on:
http://www.un.org/womerwatch/daw/egm/IndicatorsV AW/IndicatorsV AW _EGM _ report.pdf

Note

We are serding this Newsletter asan attachment, savedin Word 97.

Plea® be so kind to advise Pat Richardson if you know of any IAW membersor affiliate/associate
organisations with ane-mail address, so we canmail themthis Newsletter too.

IAW Newsletter / News Flash : Joke Selus <iaw.newsletter@internl .net>
International Womeris News : Priscilla Todd (English) <iaw.iwnews@womenalliance.org>

: Mathilde Duval (French)  <aifnfi @womenralliance org>
Membership Officer : PatRichardson <iaw.membership@womeralliance org>
Treasirer : Rakesh Dawan <iaw.treag@womeralliance org>



