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Equal Rights

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

The International Alliance of Women
wishesthe 52nd session of the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women and attending NGOs
succesin promoting theri ght of womenand girl sto alife in security and dignity.

Look out for the following panel:
“Gender Budgeting: gender justice of public expenditure”

On the 25th of February 2008, from 3:15 to 4:45 PM.
At the Church Centre - 2nd Floor.
See also the Handbook or the daily schedule of events.

Membersof the parel will consider gender budgeting implemertation and will highlight the progress
mack in some regons, in contrag to the slow or non implemenation in OECD states

Marion Boeker, boeker-consult/Consultancy on HumanRights and Gerder IssuesImplementation &
Trarsfer, Deuscher StaasbYrgerinnerverband, will be the Moderator.

Plea note that details of the session titled OVeaving the World’s Women Together” listedin the
Jarnuary Newsletter are incorrectBour apologies

AW delegation

The IAW delegation will comprise: |AW Presdent Rosy Weiss, IAW Secretary Genreral Lere Pind,
IAW Board member Monigue Bouazz, Danielly Lewy, and the IAW New York Team with Kay
Fraleigh, Scon-Y oung Y oon and others

A calerdar of all parallel everts organzedby Pemrmarent Missions, UN ertities and NGOs will be
postedon the DAW web site one week pri or to the CSW session, and updatedregularly.
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Congratul ations to Rosy Weiss on her re-election asChairperson of the Vierna NGO Committeeon
the Status of Women The Committeg createdin 1982 in Viema while the Division for the
Advancerrert of Women, aspart of the whole Certre for Sccial Developmert and Humaritarian
Affairs of the UN, wasstill locatedin Viema, also celebratedits 25th amiversary.

AW NEWS AND VIEWS

First sesion of the CEDAW Committeein Geneva
HZlene Saclstein, from the IAW Commission on Healh, attended CEDAW on behalf of the
Commission and lAW. She handed out copiesof the NGO Report X1 on Womenand Tobacco,
submitted by the AW and the International Network of Womenagainst Tobacco.
The Flyer hasbeenput on the IAW welsite - www.womeralliance.org
Thisyearis exciting becawse it isthefirst timethat the FCTC (WHO Frame Convenrtion on Tobacco
Control) hasbeenmertioned (by the CEDAW Committee),and Frarce and Luxembourg mace
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extersive reports. As a Frerch speaker, HZkne, wasable to closely follow the examination of the
Frerch report. Thank you, Héléne!

CEDAW, next session

German NGOs are preparing a shadow report to the 6th German National Report. An openredaction
group will meeton invitation of the International Committeeof Deutsche StaasbuergerinnenVerband.
Issuesinclude Gender Budgeting, Sexism in Advertising, Womenand Smoking.

Press Release on Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

IAW affiliate, Deutscher Frauerring, asa member of the GermanNGO Network INTEGRA, issueda
Pres Releas on 25 November 2007, drafted by Gudrun Haupter, the Converor of the IAW
Commission on Health, with the following content:

* Requeding the goverrmernt to fulfill its obligation to protectchildrenof immigrantsliving in
Germany, which are meracedby FGM pracisedin their countriesof origin (and sometimesillegally
in Germary);

* Pregrtly thereis a public discussion to make prevertive physical examinations of infants and small
childrenmandatory to better detect ealy signs of negect or malreatment. We wish such examinations
to include gerital inspecton;

* We also wish a continuous inter-secoral cooperaion of Ministries(thisissue will be followed up by
INTEGRA);

* Support for demards to integate FGM into the training and retraining of M Ds, heakh personnel,
social workersand other relevarnt professions.

UN Foundation issues challengeto eradicate violence against women

To members of the Intermational Alliance of Women

Most memtersof the IAW arein one way or another concerred with the problem of violence against
women UNIFEM haslaunched anonline campaign against violence against women and the United
Nations Foundation hasamouncedits support to the campaign by promising one US dollar for each
the first 100,000 signaturesto this campaign.

All AW membersareencouraged to support the campaign by adding your name to the list of
signatures You may also forwardthis mesage to friends who would wart to support the campaign.
Lene Pind

Secretary General

iawsec@womenalliance.org

22 Jaruary 2008 B The United Nations Foundation (UNF) arouncedtoday thatit will donate $1
dollar for eachof the first 100,000 signaturesto an online petition aimedat eliminating violernce
against women

Sofar, 18,000 people from all overthe world have addedtheir namesto the Internet campaign Bcalled
OSayNO to violerce against womerOard run by the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) B
sinceits launchlag November.

Ohanks to this fantadic challenge grart, every signature will bolster our cause to make ending
violence against womenworldwide a top priority,Osaid Nicole Kidman, actress and UNIFEM
Goodwill Ambassador.

She addedthat the funds will go towards UN-backedlocalinitiativesto prevert humantrafficking,
assist survivors of domegic violence and help to implemert laws against rape.

The petition also hopesto gererate support for the UN Trust Fund to End Violence against Women,
which thus far hashelped fund some 250 programmesin 120 countries

ORchday, each hour, each minute, awomanin the world is avictim of violence Osaid Timothy E.
Wirth, UNF Presdert. Oraking this simple step, signing on to the campaign, sends the message that
erough is enough and the cycle of violence must stop now.O

UNF wascreaedin 1998 with the aim of promoting a more peacefu, prosperaus, and just world
through the support of the UN. Through grant-making and building new and innovative public-private
partnerships, it acts to meetthe most pressing heath, humaritarian socio-ecaromic and ervironmental
challergesof the 21st certury.



More on: http://[www.un.org/apps/news/story.ap?NewsID=25376& Cr=unifem&Crl1=
1AW Commission on Violence, IAW convenor Mmabatho Ramagoshi, South Africa

Kerry Lovering and the Order of Australia Medal

IAW member Kerry Lovering, Converor of WomerQsElecral Lobby Victoria, washonoured by the
Federal Governmert in the Australia Day Honours with an Order of AustraliaMedal. Sheisalso
Presdert of the League of WomenVotersof Victoria and on the National Board of WEL.

Dear Kerry, congratulations from us all!

AROUND THE WORLD

Perspectiveson Technology and the Constru ction of Gender

Womeris World 2008 Conference- Madrid (Spain) 3-9 July 2008

The 10th International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women "Womernis Worlds 2008" includesa one
day session on Womenand Technology (7 July). The session is entitled"Peaspectveson Tecmology
and the Construction of Gender'. The session is part of the themearea"Science and Techhology" ard
sub-theme"Womenand Science".

We invite pecpleinteregedin the theme of Womenand Technology to submit their individual papers.
Paperscanbe focused on the following topics

- Sciertist and techologist womenin the informaton and knowledge society (concepualisation,
labour market).

- Techhol ogist womenin companies NGOs, public institutions (decision-making positions, working
male model).

- Womenin Higher Education (decision-making positions, working male model).

- Mentorship (role, networks).

Abstracts must be 250 words max mum. They must include the following information: Name, Title,
Key Words, Institution, Country, E-mail. Proposals must be submittedto: aliciamiyares@meces
http://www.mmww08.org/ E-mail: mmww08@unicongress.com

Send to us by IAW member Alison Brown

Doha, Qatar - 29 November - 2 December 2008

Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development to Review the Implementation of
the Monterrey Consensus

Non-governmertal organizaions (NGOs) have beeninvolvedfrom the outsetin the Financing for
Developmert process by providing importart inputs, expertise and proposals to the International
Conference on Financing for Developmert.

Moreover, with their diverse voicesand priorities they areinstrumenrtal in the follow-up proces to
Monterrey. This view hasbeenerdorsed atthe highed Ievel in the Monterrey Consensus itself, which
in paragaph 69 calls for civil society to stay involvedand acively engagedin the proces.

The FfD welbsite contains a separatk section on civil society engagemert in the FfD proces:
http://www.un.org/esafffd/indexCivil Soc&BussSechtm

Regonal Economic Commissions in coordination with the Financing for Developmert Offi ce will also
orgarnizefive regonal consultations during thefirst half of the year.

In accordance with General Assemidy resolutions 61/191 and 62/187, the review conference should
address progress made, reaffirm goals and commitmerts, sharebed practicesand lessons learned

The conference should also idertify obstaclesand constraints encountered actions ard initiativesto
overcame them and importart measuresfor furtherimplemenation, aswell asnew challengesand
emeaging issues More on: http://www.un.org/esafffd/doha/

Tur ning the Pot
NEW DELHI "Turning the Pa" by llaiahisthefirst Indianchildrens book to openy challenge the
3,000-yearold cage system,which rarks professions from scholarsto shoemakersin arigid hierarchy
and isreinforcedby someinterpretations of Hindu thedogy.

Far mhands, bar bers, leaher wor kers and others
In the book, Ilaiahtriesto highlight the actievemerts of low-cage workers. "Weaversdiscoveredhow
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cotton is spun into cloth. Laundry mendiscoveredthe country'sfirst clearing detergent and saved us
from disea®s" he writes "Farmersnurtured us with cereak, pulses fruits and vegetables Why not
regpectthose who produce our food?"
India’s school textbooks were revisedin 2005 to include a history of discrimination against lower
cages but llaiahand otherssay the books must go further and also teach childrenrespect for lower
cades The Indiangovermmert, led by Prime Mi nister Manmohan Singh, who hascalledthe cage
system"ablot on humarity," is considering buying Ilaiah's book for some public schoals.
"It's ahugely importart book," said Samphe D. Lhalungpa, chief of education for UNICEF in India,
which hasbought 3,000 copiesto distribute in schools. " The school systemhasa critical roleto play.
Every Indian child should readit."

Uneasy reponses?
Upper- and middle-cage childrenin India oftengrow up with domegic servarts, including maids,
personal chefs, door openersand dog walkers In mary such families Indian childrenare never aked
to cleantheir rooms, wash the dishesor empty trash, because such taks are seenas beneath them
Ilaiah hopesthat childrenwill learnto seethats not the case.
Sofar, the regponse to llaiah's book from some upper-cade parerts hasbeenuneasy.
"There is no needto grill our kids on cage," said Ratan Lal, 45, a member of the Brahmin cage who
was shopping for books with his 13-year-old daughter. "Any kind of education about cage would only
be dividing the country. It's drawing too much attertion to the issuein the first place."
Anahita Singh, 33, who also hails from a higher cage, said she felt that the issuesmight be painful but
thatthey hadto be discussed "I wart my child to grow up asa balanced humanbeing who should
never pass judgmert basedon cage," she said.
By Emily Wax, Washington Post Foreign Service. More on:
http://www.washi ngtonpost.com/wp-yn/content/article/2008/01/19/AR2008011902412_pf.html
Send to us by IAW member Anjana Basu

Note

We are serding this Newsletter asan attachment, savedin Word 97.

Plea® be so kind to advise Pat Richardson if you know of any AW membersor affiliate/associate
organisations with ane-mai address, so we canmail themthis Newsletter too.

IAW Newsletter / News Flash : Joke Selus <iaw.newsletter@internl .net>
International Womeris News : Priscilla Todd (English) <iaw.iwnews@womenalliance.org>

: Mathilde Duval (French)  <aifnfi @womeralliance org>
Membership Officer : PatRichardson <iaw.membership@womeralliance org>
Treasrer : Rakesh Dawan <iaw.treag@womeralliance org>



