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Equal Rights
Dea members,

In this newdetter some reaults of CSW. Actually, we had hopedfor more. Although all member states
were convincedthat empowermert of womenwas badly neeced, for example to reduce poverty in the
projecs of the Millemium Development Goals, financing gender equality was a different matter.
Gender regponsive budgeting is a tool we can and haveto useto claim equal rights!

The main subjectof this newdetter is 'violence against women. It is such a vast subjectthat we can
only mertion the good intertions of the UN, with a staterrert by Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and
the campaign of UNIFEM. Please support that campaign with your signature!

You will find also the lates news of AW and at the end some intereging reports and useful links,

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

United Nations — Statement by Secretary General Ban Ki-moon

For my part, | will work to strengthenthe United Nations SecetariatOown gender machinery.

In my revised edimatesfor the 2008-2009 programme budget, on improving delivery of mandatesfor
developmert activities | propose to almost double the staffing of the Office of my Special Adviser on
Gender Issuesand Advancement of Women, and significantly increase the resour cesof the Division
for the Advancemert of Women.

| hope this will be supported by the Gereral Assembly asatangible contribution to gender equality
ard developmert.

In the longertem, | firmly believe that one dynamic and strengthened gerder ertity, consolidating
resourcescurrertly scateredamong several structures would attract better funding from the donor
community.

By mohilizing forcesof change atthe global level and inspiring erhancedredallts atthe country level,
such an ertity would better advance our cause to empower womenand realize gender equality
worldwide. | urge Member Statesto muster the political will to bring the consultations on thisissueto
a succesful conclusion.

On the DAW wekbsite: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/

CSW Document finalised

The Advanceunedtedverdons of Agreed Conclusions and Resolutions arealso to be found on the
DAW welbsite,on http://www.un.org/womerwatch/daw/

Betweenthe 7th and 12th of March2008 the draft agreed conclusions were fi nalised, but:

- we lost DIRECT support to the NGOs

- we got only the funding of ACTIVITIES (no core funding)

- we did not getany new money for the work of the NGOs

- we lost eventhe mertioning of womerls reproductive rights.

Resolutions
Two articleson: Ending female genital mutilation:
18. Encourages all decision makers at all levels, with regonsibilities for
policies legslation, programmesand allocaion of public resourcesto play leadership roles
in eliminating female gerital mutilation; (AGREED)



19. Encouragesmenand boys to continue to take positive initiativesand to work
in partnership with women and girls to combat violence against women and girls, in
pariicular female gerital mutilaton, through networks, peer programmes informaton
campaigns and training programmes (AGREED)

Gender Responsive Budgeting

The Gerder Regoonsive Budgeting welsite is a callaborative effort betweenthe United Nations
Developmert Fund for Women(UNIFEM), the Commonwealth Secretariat and Carada's International
Development ResarchCertre (IDRC), which waslaunchedin 2001. The welsite strivesto support
efforts of governmerts, womerO®rgarizations, membersof parliamerts and acagmicsto ersure that
plaming and budgeting effectively regoond to gender equality goals. The site also provides
practitionerswith avariety of resources asesmerts and training materials on gender regonsive
budgeting. Finally, it aimsto promote cross-regonal informaion-sharing on country experiencesarnd
facilitatesnetworking and collaboration amongst countries civil society and international
orgarizatons. Moreon: http://www.gerder-budgets.org/

"Gender regponsive budgeting (GRB) is about ersuring that governrmert budgets and the
policiesand programsthat underlie them address the needs and interegs of individuals that
belong to different social groups.

Thus, GRB looks at biasesthat can arise because a person is male or female, but at the same
timeconsidersdisadvantage suff eredasareailt of ethnicity, cade, class or poverty status,
location and ace.

GRB is not about separate budgets for womenor mennor about budgets divided equally.
It is about determining where the needs of menand women are the same, and where they
differ. Where the needs are differert, allocations should be differert."

Dehbie Budlender 2006.

Louise Arbour - Human Rights Council - at CSW
Noting thatalmost every country in the world still haslaws that discriminate against women the
United Nations' top humanrights offi cial hassaid that promisesto remedy this have not beenkept.
"Marny Statesappearto have simply ignoredthe commitmerts they have made," UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour said on the occadon of the International Womens
Day. "It is shameful that, in the 60th amiversary year of the Universal Declaraton of Human Rights,
fundamenal rights arestill not erjoyedby marny women around the world."
New Report

Thisfailure to creat geruine legal parity betweenmenand womenis having "a detrimertal effect on
womenin mary countries-- someimesto a devadating degee," accading to anew report.
One of the examplesof thisinvolvesthe recaynition of sexual abuse asa crime under a country's laws
and erforcing related legslation. "Rape isrecaynisedas acrimein most legal systems" said Arbour.
"But, evenwhenit is, inadequate legslation or local traditions oftenmeanlaws are not properly
erforced In addition, atlea$ 53 statesstill do not outlaw rape within marriage, and menfrequertly
enoy total impunity for physical aswell assexual violence against their wives" she noted

Stepping down
Secetary-Gereral Ban Ki-moon expressed OgeatregetOat the decision of Louise Arbour to step
down atthe erd of herfirst four-yearterm.
Ms Arbour, a Caradan Supreme Court Justice and ex-prosecuor of UN war crimestribunals for the
former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, assumedthe post of High Commissionerin 2004, after her
predecesor, Serdo Vieirade Mello, waskilledin aterrorist atackin Baghdad
Along with amouncing her departure, Ms Arbour today preserted her final amual report to the
Council, highlighting the distressing humanrights implications of renewed conflictin Weg Darfur and
Sri Larka.
Sent to us by | AW member Anjana Basu. and | AW Presdent Rosy Weiss. Also on:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.agp?Newsl D=25899&Cr=arbour& Crl




WE 'CANNOT WAIT' TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon

UNITE to end violence againt women

On the opening day of CSW, 25 Felruary 2008, Seaetary-General Ban Ki-moon kicked off a multi-
yearglobal campaign bringing together the United Nations, governrments and civil society to try to erd
violenceagainst women calling it anissue that Gcamot wait.O

| call on menaround the world to lead by example: to make clear that violence against women
isan act perpetrated by a coward, and that speaking up against it is a badge of honour. | call
on Member Statesaround the world: the regonsibility, aboveall, lieswith you. | call on all of
you to pledge with me: United We Shall Succeed

OA leas one out of every threewomenis likely to be beaen, coercedinto sex or otherwise abusedin
her lifetime. Through the pracice of prenatal sex selection, countless othersare denedthe right even
to exist,OMr. Bansaid in his address at the opening in New York of the lateg session of the
Commission on the Status of Women

For statemerts of Gereral Seaetary Ban Ki-moon and Thoraya Obaid, Executive Direcior of the UN
Population Fund (UNFPA) click on http://endviolence un.org/statemerts.shtml

ACTION - Urging Europe to take the lead in global efforts to end violence against women

A campaign started by IRC B Intermational Resue Team. An email hasbeenpreparedthat we canall
send to the Preddency of the EuropeanUnion, which currertly is held by Prime Minister Janez Jarsa
of Slovenia. By signing the email we put pressure on the EU to take anactive partin eliminating
violence against womenand girls.

YouQll find all the informaion, including the email and informaton on how to sign up here:
http://e-acivist.com/eacampaign/clienitcampign.do?eacliernt.id=61&eacampaign.id=326

The Council of Europeis calling for more acton, and at the opering of this yearOSesion of the
Commission of the Status of Womenatthe UN in New York, Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
launched his campaign to end violence against womenand girls, so the present campaign isin full
accadancewith other interrational efforts.

Serd to us by IAW Vice-Preddent Lyda Verstegenand IAW Genreral Secretary Lene Pind

ACTION - UNIFEM - Campaigning to end gender violence
The Washington-based U.N. Foundation pledgedits support to UNIFEM by agreeing to donate one
dollarfor eachof the first 100,000 signaturesto the U.N.'s online campaign.

IAW strongly supports this campaign.
If you would still liketo sign for UNIFEM, please do so now! On www.sayNOtoviolernce.org

The campaign, which waslaunchedlag November, hasdrawn over 18,000 signaturesworldwide.

IAW hasalready asked membersto join this campaign.

Pemle aresigning from every corner of the globe. Movie starslike Nicole Kidman Catherine
Derewe ard Hillary Swark., but also Presdent Abdoulaye Wade of Seregal, U.N. Deputy Secretary-
Genreral Asha-Rose Migiro and the British Departmert of Intemational Developmert.

The signatureswill be preserntedto the Secretary-General in November asan expression of widegread
public support to his efforts.

UNIFEM - Funding

Joame Sandler, UNIFEM executive direcior adinterim, saysthatin line with Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon's campaign to end gender violence, UNIFEM is expanding its advocacyand fund raising
efforts.

The UN "Trust Fund to End Violence against Women' hasrisensignificartly over the lag year: from
3.5 million dollarsin 2006 to over 15 million dollarsin 2007.

The U.N. Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), which maragesthe Trust Fund on behalf of the
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UN system, hasnow setanambitious goal: to raise about 100 million dollarsayear by 2015.

Even so
other sectoral or special purpose funds in the United Nations -- such asthe Peaehuilding Fund and the
UN Demaocracy Fund -- had far more generous begnnings thanthe Trust Fund. Sinceits creation in
2002, the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tubercuosis and Malaria, hasraised about 10 billion dollarsfor
grartsin 136 countries
Converor of the AW Commission on Hedth: Gudrun Haupter

The Impact of Guns on Women's Lives - CSW
Hosted by the UN Offi ce for Disarmamert Affairs and IANSA the International Action Network on
Smal Arms. The parel of womenspealerscamefrom Argertina, the DRC, Irag, Caradaand India.
Binalakshmi Nepram is ayoung womanfrom India and founder of Control Arms Foundation of India
She openedher speech by saying " Thisismy first address to the United Nations, a place where
everyone comesfor final justice." She dedcated her speechto the 5000 womenwho have diedby gun
violencein herregon by state and non-state actors, and wert on to say "My very presence hereis
proof that womenaretaking acton to stop gun violence".

India, a country that gave birth to non violence
She spoke of her pain asayoung womanborn in the country that gave birth to non violenceand is
today the larges demacracyin the world, knowing that Indiais "amming itself to the teeth” and has40
million fire arms, the majority of which arein private hands. Shed recertly atenrdedanammsbazaarin
New Delhi whereone of the 450 arms dealershadtold herthatin India "gun shops are mushrooming
like phone booths".

One or three guns per home?
On Felruary 6th this year CAFI demardedthatthe Indianparliamert redraft the country's gun
legslation so that only one gun per homeis allowed (currertly mencanhave threebecause they can
buy themin the name of their wife and son) and that whena manwartsto buy agun licerncethe
consen of the womanand other householdershe liveswith must first be obtained
She spoke too of the Coalition of Gun Survivors Network whichis now opening bark accaunts for
womenso thatthey canstartto earn their own living and of women"meetng with new found
courage”.

Final justice

Binalakshmi said that "if you think gun disamamert is conferercesand diplomacyyou are wrong".
While acting to end gun violence at the grassroots and parliamenary levelsin her own country, she
had cometo the UN seeking "final justice".
Jare Gabriel, 05/03/08
http://www.opendemacracy.net/blog/jane_gakriel/looking_for_final justice
Jane writes "Daysinside the UN can feellike weeksand the bureaucracy enough to make you
comatose, but amidst this seded off world, voicesare sometimesraisedthat piercethe atmosphere.
Binalakshmi Nepram's voicewas such a one.

Websites on the fight of Violence Against Women:

* UNITE to end Violence against Women http://endviolenceun.org

* UN Action against Sexual Violencein Conflict: Stop Rape asa Weapn of War, on:
http://www.stoprapernow.org/ (an excelent and moving one)

* UNIFEMOsSayNO to violence against womencampaign: www.sayNOtoviolence org

* UN Trust Fund to End Violernce against Women: on:
http://www.unifem.org/campaigns/vaw/trust_fund.php

* HumanRights Watch work on sexual violerce, on: http://www.hrw.org/womer'sexualviolence htmi
* International Resue CommitteeOgerder-based violence programmes on:
http://www.theirc.org/what'gender-basedviolence html

* PeacaomenProject, on: http://www.peacewomenorg/un/sc/1325_Monitor/RW/theme SGBV .htm
Converor of the AW Commission on Violence: Mmabatho Ramagoshi.

INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF WOMEN

All India Women's Conference - AIWC



IAW Affiliate All IndiaWomens Conference hasnewly elected offi ce bearersfor 2008 to 2010:
Presdernt: Gomat Nair

Hon. Secretary Gereral: Shivan Mehta

Hon Treawrer: Asha Deshpande

We wish the new AIWC Board lots of succes. Please keepup the good work!

News from the Greek League for Women's Rights - GLWR

Information and Regstration form: GLWR <L.womenrights@oteretgr>

In the excellert journal of the GLWR we readabout the Marargopoul os Foundation for Human
Rights and the GLWR, who took the initiative to start the fi ght for the institution of quotasin the
elecoral lists for the Parliament.

The aim isfor atleag 1/3 in the electral lists of national elecions.

Other issues adisussion on the report of the UN Resach Institute for Sccial Development: Gerder
equality: striving for Justicein anUnequal world; anextensive aralysis of the EU Fundamertal
Rights; the Elimination of Poverty; Gender and Immigration; etc. etc.

Greece - Conference on European Policies to combat sexual harassment at the workplace,
Athens June 9™ 2008.

Since July 2007 the Greek League of Womeris Rightsisimplemerting a programto combat sex
discrimination in the labour market, in emgoymert aswell sexual harassmert atthe workplace which
will lag till June 2008 and which is financed by the EuropeanSccial Fund. The target groups are
working womenin the private ard public sphere, maragersaswell asrepresenativesof trade unions
(emdoyees employers and unemgdoyed women Academics, reseaichersand expertsinform and
sensitise these groups on the above mertioned subjecs.

Ms Joanna Manganara, member of the GLWR Board and regonal co-ordinator for Europe of the
International Alliance of Womenisregponsible for the program.

Follow-up of 'A Call for Immediate and ongoing Action' - concerning the Afghan student, Sayed
Penez Kabaksh, who is under threatof the deah sertence.l|AW strongly supports this campaign and
urgesyou to take whatever acion you can

Sign the petition on www.independert.co.uk/petition

Lated news "PaervezZDsrother Yagub told Kabulpress that he had asked the Supreme Court of
Afghanistan to transfer the case fromthe northern province of Balkhto Kabul.

The Court acceptedand sert a letter to the Balkh court which askedthemto stop the proceedngs
there. The case will be movedto Kabul".

Daphne III, combating and preventing violence

IAW member Marilyn Latona, represerting |AW in the EuropeanWomen's Lobby, mailed us: Daphne
Il isstill perding - Prevent and combat violence against children, young people and women and
to protect victims and groups at risk..

It providedfor afinancial ervelope amounting to EUR 116.85 million for the 2007-13 period.

The text will now be sert to the EuropeanPaliamer for asecand readng under the Pariamert-
Council co-decision procedure. More on: http://www.europarl.europa.evoeil /file jsp?id=5290062

Icelandic event at CSW - Growth, Power and Fun

Like always, mary governmerts and NGOs around the world took animmerse quartity of intereding
evertsto CSW. We received from I celand the following report

Icelardic Ministerfor Foreign Affairs, Ms IngibjSrg S—+om G'slad-ttir, openedthe event: 'Growth,
power ard fun, Icelandic ways of emmpwering women. Then Gudrun Jonsdottir, spokesvomanfor
Stigama, a Counselling and Information Certer for survivors of sexual violence, spoke of personal
Growth. Victims if they marage to survive the sexual abuse and getback on track, are all the more
powerful for it.

Next, under the headng Power, | AW member MargrZt Steinar sd—ttir gave a presertation on All the
Womenof the World, aco-operaton group egalishedby women, whose work, in one way or
another,is aimedat strengthening the status of immigrant womenin Iceland, and to further mutual
integration.

Finally, under the heading Fun, Matthildur Helgad-ttir introducedand showed anextactof the



documertary QUntamedBeautyO,a parody of beauty pagearts.
All preentations werevery well receved and the event asa whole wasa huge success.

REPORTS - EVENTS - CONFERENCES - USEFUL LINKS

Gender Responsive Budgeting - newsletter

The Gerder Regoonsive Budgeting welsite is a callaborative effort between UNIFEM, the
Commonweath Secetariat and CaradaO#nternational Developmert ResarchCerire (IDRC), which
waslaunchedin 2001. The website strivesto support efforts of governmerts, womenOrgarizaions,
membersof parliamerns and acacemicsto ensure that plaming and budgeting effecively regond to
gender equality goals. The first issue of the Gender Regponsive Budgeting Newsletter, timedto
coincide with the 52nd session of CSW, is available online.

The Road to Doha - newsletter

The February 2008 issue of Orhe Roadto DohaQis apublicaton jointly producedby the DESA
Finarcing for Developmert Office (FFDO) ard the United Nations Non-Governmertal Liaison
Senice (NGLS) in the run-up to the International Confererce to Review the Implemertation of the
Monterrey Consersus to be held in Doha, Qatar from 29 Novemberto 2 Decemkber 2008
(A/RES/61/191 and A/RES/62/187).

High level meetings on April 14, 15 and 16 in NewYark. More on: http://www.un.org/esafffd/

EU - Women in power still trapped by glass ceiling - report

Across the EU, 24% of parliamentarians are womenBbup from 16% a decace ago Bwith asimilar
proportion holding ministerial offi ce.In the private sector, menstill represent 9 out of 10 board
membersin top companesand two-thirds of company bosses

The report coincideswith International Womernis Day on 8 Marchand comesaheadof a new European
network of womenin power, to be launched later thisyear.

Furtherinformaton:

- Report "Womenand menin decision-making 2007 B aralysis of the situation and trends”

- Database on womenand menin decision-making

- 2008 Report on equality betweenwomenand men

Interactive expert panel - CSW - Papers / Presentations

Key policy initiativeson financing for gender equality and the empowermert of women,
Isabella Bakker (York Universty, Camda)

Mireille Brunings-Stolz (Certral Bark of Suiname)

Mayra Buvinic (World Bark)

LydiaAlp’zar Durfn(AWID and Chairperson of EGM)

Caren Grown (American Univerdty, United Stateg

Dubravka!i monovi _ (Chairperson, CEDAW)

Note

We are serding this Newsletter asan attachment, savedin Word 97.

Plea® be so kind to advise Pat Richardson if you know of any IAW membersor affiliate/associate
organisations with ane-mail address, so we canmail themthis Newsletter too.

IAW Newsletter / News Flash : Joke Selus <iaw.newsl etter@internl .net>
International Womernis News : PriscillaTodd (English)  <iaw.iwnews@womenralliance.org>

: Mathilde Duval (Frernch)  <aifnfi @womenalliance org>

Membership Officer : PatRichardson <iaw.membership@womeralliance org>
Treasirer : Rakesh Dawan <iaw.treag@womeralliance org>



