VIOLENCE & SUBJUGATION OF WOMEN IN SOUTH EAST ASIA

Kumkuom Narain
AIWC, INDIA

One of the agenda of the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 2005 was to
combat Violence Against Women (VAW). This issue is not a new subject, as it was
already highlighted in the Beijing Conference 1995. But what is definitely new, is the
new thrust through this mission to make the world free of violence against women by
2015. This move not only comprises the efforts of the people but also the enforcement
of the laws by all the governments and strict adherence to the commitment made. We
cannot empower women unless we adopt measures to stop their sufferings.

According to Uma Shankar “ Nature having assigned a greater role to women
in procreation has made them superior species than men and that superior role should be
accepted and recognized, because the entire procreation is basically the gift from women”.

In spite of their superior and gifted powers, women live in subjugation, misery and
face violence.

Nature of VAW

The UN Assembly defined Violence Against Women (VAW) as “Any act of
gender- based violence that results in physical, sexual , psychological harm or suffering
to women, including threats of such acts , coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty ,
whether occurring in public or private life. Thus violence against women is seen as basic
human rights violation , the world over ”. It is the histoty of unequal relationship, which
is the root cause of violence. Women are considered important segment of the living
society, but they are equally subdued at home and outside. Inside home they are made to
work like animals and outside like brainless species existing in the society. Liddle says

“* 28 percent of the women are abused by strangers , while 72 percent are abused by
known people”. With girls, the abusers are usually uncles, father, brothers, cousins and
close relatives. In South East Asia average 55 percent in urban and 45 percent women
in rural areas are subject to violence. Here, women experience dowry related violence,
domestic violence, marital rape or honour killing , or as widow self immolation and
lastly, deprival from property and dignity. The children who, themselves are abused or
who have witnessed violence in the family, are far more likely to beat their wives than
other children. Standard of education does not ensure better living conditions or safer




homes. Sri Lanka has the highest rate of Literacy in South East Asia even then, 35
percent cases of VAW are reported there every year.

Another heinous form of VAW is wife beating. It is a way of showing
physical superiority of men over women . It is often related to dowry. Women educated
or uneducated, endure this torture in pretense for the sake of children and respectability
in the society. Many times women are murdered and the incidences are disguised as
suicides or even accidents. Fearing the heavy expenditure and time in the courts and
trials, victims or members of the family do not lodge complaints with the police. The

very fear of insecurity, forces them to endure torture at home whether natal or marital
home.

Trafficking is very common in Bangla Desh, Nepal and India. It is an undeclared
truth that two million girls are sold every year ; out of that , 40 percent are sold in
Bombay itself. The very reason is the poverty accompanied by larger families where
young girls are easier prey for selling. The term “ environmental refugees ” is used to
define the women and children who are displaced from their homes and surroundings on
account of war, for instance the refugees of Vietnam War. They are victims of sexual
violence. It is estimated that there are 500 million refugees out of which 90 per cent are
women and children. Globalization has further rendered women to unemployment,
underemployment and retrenchment in the world of specialization. At the work places,
the promotional avenues of women depend not on their merit but physical surrender.
Thus, the VAW has its roots in the socio- economic order which is the characteristic of
South East Asia. In the ancient books of South East Asia, women are equated with
drums and beasts who deserve beating all the time.

Shortcomings of the System

Recommendation 19 of Convention on the Elimination of Violence Against Women
( CEDAW) 2003 and the United Nations Declaration on Violence Against Women call on
states to take immediate steps with regard to ending gender- based violence - in the family,
in the community by the states. The General Assembly adopted the 2007 “ Resolution on
Criminal Accountability of United Nations Officials and Experts on Mission” which
addresses the issue of national jurisdiction by member states and criminal misconduct, the
majority of the governments are not responding to the UN’s request of further action.

Since it is generally the masculine jurisprudence, the very concept of the
definition of rape is misleading which says “ the act of sex must be against her will and
without her consent”. Why should the word consent be included in the definition of






